Osteotomy site healing following mandibular sagittal split osteotomy and rigid fixation with polylactide biodegradable screws.
Follow-up of 47 patients, treated using mandibular bilateral sagittal split osteotomy and self-reinforced poly-L-lactide acid (SR-PLLA) screws for rigid internal fixation, is presented. The focus was on clinical and radiological osteotomy healing. The average follow-up time was 2.1 years (range 0.5-5 years). Clinical recovery and radiological osteotomy healing during follow-up were uneventful. Osteolytic changes were seen around the SR-PLLA screws in 27% of cases. The majority of the screw canals remained as radiolucent shadows without bony filling.